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MEDICAL. 


BOM he 


Method to be purfued with Perfons frozen. 


REASON and humanity demand, that a knowledge 
ef the proper mode of treatment of perfons apparently dead 
from exceflive cold, fhould be as generally diffufed as poffible. 
‘The following directions, therefore, taken from Willich’s Domeftie 
Encyclopedia, on this important fubjeét, at a feafon of the year 
when incidents of this nature are fo liable to happen, cannot 
be thought unfeafonable or improper. 


«In cold countries the froft frequently proves fatal to man- 
kind, not only producing mortification, but even death itfelf. 
The hands of thofe unfortunate perfons, who die in confe- 
quence of intenfe cold, are firft feized, till they lofe the fenfe 
of feeling; next a drowfinefs pervades the whole body, which, 
if indulged in, is attended with imperceptible diffolution. 

«¢ If animation be fufpended, from fevere froft, the followin 
will be the external fymptoms: Rigidity of the whole body, 
and inflexibility of the limbs, which continue in the fame 
pofture as the frozen perfon adopted during the unfortunate 
accident; the teeth are clofed; froth fometimes iffues from 
the mouth; there is a total infenfibility to all ftimulants; the 

extremities are partly mortified, and in fome inftances {ponta+ 
neoufly feparate. 

oN otwithftanding thefe unfavorable appearances, every ex- 
ertion ought to be inftantly made, to reftore life,.if poffible, 
by ftrictly adhering to the following directions ; becaufe there 
is a greater probability of recovering fuch perfons, than thofe 
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18 MEDICAL. 


apparently deprived of life in confequence of drowning, or 
fulpenfion by the cord. | 

“No external warmth of any kind muft be applied to 
frozen perfons, till the internal or vital heat be excited, when 
the former alfo fhould be carefully and very gradually adapted 
to the manifeft degree of the latter. Hence the whole procefs 
fhould be performed either in the open air or in a cold room 3. 
the body carried cautioufly, in a pofture fomewhat erect, to 
the neareft dwelling; the head turned gently towards the 
right fide; and the clothes carefully taken off, without injur- 


ing the ikin or bending the limbs. ‘Thefe precautions are. 


necéffary, as a rough treatment may eafily occafion diflocations 
of the joints, or fractures of the bones. Next, the whole 
naked frame, excepting the face, fhould be covered with a 
bed of fnow, from twelve to eighteen inches in thicknefs; or, 
if this cannot be procured, cold water and ice may be fubfti- 
tuted, and cloths fucceflively dipped in it may be fpread over 
the whole body, efpecially the head and breaft. After con- 
tinuing thefe effufions, gentle frictions with flannel or foft 
brufhes, likewife immerfed into cold fluids, fhould be com- 
menced ; alternately making ufe of the fhower-bath; and 
perfevering in thefe attempts for an hour at leaft, when the 
body ought to be left undifturbed for fome minutes. If no 
figns of life appear, clyfters of cold water, with oil and vinegar, 
of fix ounces of brandy, are to be adminiftered, and the former 
procefs again and again repeated; fo that five or fix hours 
fometimes eiapfe before any fymptoms of animation are per- 
ceptible. As foon, however, as there is the leaft profpect of 
recovery, warm fomentations muft be reforted to; the degree 
of friction cautioufly increafed; or the patient placed in bed 
between two robuft perfons ; emollient clyfters prepared ; and 
when he is able to fwallow, a cup of tea with a little vinegar, 
wine, or brandy, may be allowed. In many defperate in- 
itances, however, it will perhaps be proper to perform vene- 
fection, to introduce air mto the lungs by means of the com- 
mon bellows, or to have recourfe to the electrifying machine, 
or-the earth-bath, &c.; but fuch cafes muft be fubmitted to 
the judgment of the profeflion.” 


-Death or mortification is the moft certain confequence of 


the fudden application of heat to the body or part frozen; a 
melancholy inftance of which once fell under the obfervation 
of the writer of this article. A young man, on a fevere win- 
ter’s night, who, from certain circumftances, it was known 
muft have lain feveral hours bleaching -in the wind and in the 
fnow, was difcovered int’ aorning; and on being taken up, 
the {park of life was not fo far extinét but that he was able 
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to open his eyes and caft a look on his benefactors. It was 
but a look. He was carried almoft momentarily into. a houfe, 
and laid before a large fire, where, alas! he never fhowed any 
further figns of life. 

If a part, as a foot or a hand, be froft-bitten, let it be thawed 
by rubbing it with fnow, and then very gradually expofed to 
the influence of a warmer temperature. 


Jn almoft infallible Remedy in the Croup. 


Dr. Jonn Arcuer, of Harford county, Maryland, has 
found, by a number of decifive experiments, that the feneka 
root, (polygala fenega, lin.) a root well known to phyficians, is 
an almoft infallible remedy in croup, or the cynanche trachealis 
of Cullen, a fpecies of quinfy. From a letter written by Dr. 
Archer, addrefled to Dr. Barton, of Pennfylvania College, and 
publifhed in the Medical Repofitory, we fhall communicate to 
our readers the following important particulars. 

«‘ T have (fays Dr. Archer) in a great many inftances, found 
a decoction of the feneka the moft powerful medicine in the 
cure of this difeafe, and I am happy to tell you, that I believe 
it may be depended on. I make a ftrong decoction of the 
root, in the following manner, viz. half an ounce of the feneka, 
in coarfe powder, is boiled in cight ounces of water down to 
four. Of this I give a tea-{poonful every half hour or hour, 
as the urgency of the fymptoms may require, and at intervals 
a few drops, to keep up the ftimulus, until it either acts as an 
emetic or cathartic. I then repeat it in fmaller quantities, fo 
as to preferve the ftimulus of the feneka conftantly in the mouth 
and throat. 

‘s If the difeafe be more advanced, and the breathing more 
difficult, with a peculiar harfh or fhrill found, like air forcibly 
drawn through a {mall aperture, attended with a retra¢tion of 
the upper part of the abdomen [belly,] under the cartilages of 
the ribs; I then give calomel freely and frequently, and rub 
mercurial ointment on the throat and contiguous parts, fo as 
to affect the glands of the throat and mouth, as quickly as 
poffible. ‘This I do, that the mercury may co-operate with 
the action or ftimulus of the feneka, and thereby haften the 
feparation of the membranous fubftance formed in the trachea* 


[windpipe.] 
* “Phere have been many diffeAions of infants who have died of this dif 


eafe; and almoft conftantly there has appeared a preternaiuial membrane 
lining the whole internal fur'ace of the upper part of the ueghea” fwindpipe.4 
VLLEN. 


B 2 














— a A a ~ 











20 AGRICULTURAL. 


“In this method I have fucceeded in the cure of the croup, 


even beyond my moft fanguine expectations.” 
This difeafe, ever memorable by the death of the late and 


much lamented GEORGE WaAsHINGTON, is, when it occurs, 
often and fuddenly fatal to children. Its peculiar fymptoms 
are, fever, cough, hoarfenefs, ‘* with fome fhrillnefs and fing- 
ing found, both in {peaking and coughing, as if the noife came 


from a brazen tube.” Such is the exquifite degree of danger 
in this difeafe, and fo fuddenly does it run through its different 
ftages, that parents need not be admonifhed, when thefe fymp- 
toms occur, that no time be loft in feeking for medical aid. 
It muft, however, afford them much confolation, in thofe 
fcenes of fuffering of which they are made the pained fpecta- 
tors, in this difeafe, to be informed, that phyficians are in the 
poffefiion of a remedy, which promifes fo far to be fuccefsful. 

We with to learn what fuccefs has attended the ufe of this 
medicine, in the hands of other medical men. Any who have, 
or may hereafter be induced to make trial of it, will oblige us 
by communicating the refult of their experience. 
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In our firft number we prefented our readers with 
the outlines of a Treatife on the Culture and Management of Fruit 
Trees, by WiLL1aM ForsyTH; detailed the particulars of a 
compofition, with the manner of its application, for curing all 
wounds or injuries inflicted in them ; and recited fome extracts 
from letters of good authority, in confirmation of the fuccefs 
of this method of treating fruit and foreft trees, both in Europe 
and in America. 

‘The little trouble and the lefs expenfe of colleéting the ma- 
terials and preparing this compofition, the eafe with which it 
may be preferved from one month to another, and the fimple 
manner of its application, are confiderations highly favorable 
to the adopting of Mr. Forfyth’s practice. ‘There is, however, 
one forbidding circumftance,—the labor of preparing the trees, 
when in their worft condition, for its application. ‘The expenfe 
in England, Mr. Forfyth fays, reckoning every probable charge, 
on an average will not exceed fix pence per tree: in this coun- 
try it would be fomething more. In order, however, that we 
may come to fomething like a conclufion on this fubject, we 
fhould do well to notice, that there are ¢wo important objects 
propoled, by Mr. Forfyth’s fyftem, to the cultivator : 
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ij. The prefervation of trees from decay. 
2. The reftoration of them to health and vigor, after they 
“have fallen into a rotten and decayed ftate. 
4 The procefs to anfwer the fi7/ intention is fimple and eafy ; 
as in cafe of accidental injury, or upon lopping off a large limb ; 
it is fimply to round off the edges of the wound, and to 
apply the compofition. ‘Thus far, at leaft, we believe this 
improvement of Mr. Forfyth may be advantageoufly adopted 
by the people in thefe States. Large limbs, when it is necef- 
fary to remove them, fhould be trimmed clofe, and the com- 
~ _ pofition immediately applied. In this every one will find his 
account, and will at the fame time be acquiring that experience, 
which will enable him to judge of the propriety or advantage 
of a further application of this fyftem to his rotten, hollow, 
and decaying trees. 

Having premifed thefe obfervations, we fhall next prefent 
our readers with Mr. Forfyth’s account of two difeafes, very 
common and ruinous to trees. 
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| «A Defcription of the Canker—Its Origin and Progrefs—Full 
Direétions for curing it.—Of the Gum and its Remedy. 


« THE canker is a difeafe incident to trees, which occa- 

fions the bark to grow rough and {cabby, and turns the wood 

+ affected to arufty brown color. ‘This difeafe, if no remedy be 
applied, will in time totally kill the tree. 

«< Apple trees are very liable to be affected with the canker, 
from the following caufes, viz. 

« From injudicious pruning, and from injuries fuftained in- 
applying ladders, [and from pounding, beating, and thrathing 
with poles,] in gathering the fruit: thefe injuries are very 
hurtful to the tree,’and will infallibly bring on the canker. 

«; Another caufe of the canker is, when we have very wet 
autumns, fuch as that of 1799, which prevents the young wood 
from ripening, and a hard froft fetting in after, it kills the 
young fhoots; thefe, if left on the tree, will bring on the 
canker, and increafe it rapidly. Birds and infects devouring 
the buds will have the fame effect. 

‘* Carelefs people frequently leave the dead fhoots on the 
tree throughout the fummer, which will infailibly bring on the 
canker. Some even leave them for years, until the tree is 
totally killed. ‘Dhey fhould be cut off in the end of April or 
beginning of May, as by that time you will be able to fee haw 
far the difeafe has advanced. I would advife to cut two or 
three buds, or even more, below the apparently difeafed part, 
as the canker frequently reaches a great way farther in the 
heart of the fhoot, than it appears to do on the outfide 3 you 
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muft cut down till the brown color in the fhoot difappears, and 
nothing remains but found white wood. 

« The truth of the foregoing obfervations will appear evi- 
dent to any perfon who takes notice of the apple trees, with 
their mutilated ftag-looking heads, as he rides or walks along 
the road. [Mr. Forfyth difcountenances the common opinion, 
that canker proceeds from the nature of the ground in which 
trees are planted.] 

«“ The canker, as before obferved, proceeds from bruifes in 
the bark, from limbs cut off, &c. When thefe limbs begin to 
rot and grow hollow, they convey the canker to the root ; for 
it always proceeds from the branches and ftem to the roots, 
and never from the roots to the tree. It is granted, however, 
that all fruit trees love a fine rich mellow loam, and thrive 
much better in it than in a thingly or gravelly foil. 

‘* When by accident, or improper treatment, trees receive 
large wounds, and the cure is left to nature, they are frequently 
overrun with gum and canker, which, if not checked, will in 
a fhort time totally ruin them. In this cafe you muft carefully 
pare off, with a draw-knife, or any other convenient inftru- 
ment, all the difeafed part of the bark. The inner white bark 
is frequently infected ; this muft alfo be cut away, till no ap- 
pearance of infection remains. ‘Lhe infection in the inner 
bark appears like dots made with a pen, all of which muft be 
cut clean out ; for, if any part of the canker be left, it will 
infect the new wood and bark. "Wherever you fee gum 00z~ 
ing out, you may reft affured that the canker is not quite 
eradicated ; which, if fuffered to remain, will fpread till the 
whole tree becomes a mafs of gum and canker, and will be 
killed in a very fhort time. 

‘When the trunk is become hollow, cut the loofe rotten 
part clean out, till you come to the found wood, taking care to 
round the edges of the hollow part; then apply the compofi- 
tion in a liquid ftate, laying it on with a painter’s brufh, 
wherever the cankered bark has been pared off, or the dead 
wood cut out, till thefe places are entirely covered with it: 
when that is done, fhake fome of the powder of wood afhes 
and burnt bones over the compofition, and pat it gently down 
with your hand. [See No. J. pages 7, 8, 9.] 

“If the foregoing directions be carefully followed, the 
canker will be completely eradicated, and the hollow trunk 
in time be filled up with found wood. When the ftem is 
much decayed, it will be abfolutely neceffary to open the 
ground, examine the roots, and cut off all the rotten parts. 

«When you have examined all the old wounds, where large 
limbs have been cut off, you ihould next examine the old bark, 
and if you find the outfide of it wrinkled and cracked, pare it 
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off, as it is always, when in that ftate, very much hurt by the 
canker; this fhould be done with the draw-knife, or other 
fharp inftrument; then apply the compofition as before di- 
rected, which will bring a fine fmooth bark under it. In the 
fucceeding winter or {pring, you will fee all the plafter, with 
the old part of the bark that was left in the hollow parts of 
the tree, or where old branches had been amputated, peeling 
off and fhewing the fmooth bark underneath. You fhould 
then fcrape off, with a wooden or bone knife, what old bark 
remains in the hollows, where the draw-knife could not reach 
without cutting too much away. When that is done, mix up 
fome frefh cow-dung with foap-fuds and urine, making it very 
thin, and give the tree a coat of this mixture all over where 
the bark has been {fcraped off: the cow-dung will adhere to 
it, and heal the parts where you were obliged to fcrape to the 
inner bark. This wafh will remain till the frefh bark comes 
on; then it will be difcharged of itfelf during the fummer, or. 
the next fpring, leaving a new frefh {mooth bark where the 
old and cankery was taken off. Next {pring, if any of the old 
bark remains, you may repeat the fame operation, which will 
caufe all the remaining old bark to flough off like a fcab from 
a wound on the human bedy. By thefe means you will keep 
your trees in a fine flourifhing healthy ftate, and in general, 
prevent them from beceming bark-bound. 

«© Remember to cut off all the ends of the fmall thoots, 
where the canker had injured them laft year. Cut off alfothe 
old fruit ftalks, and all the {mall dead ftubs, which, if left, will 
never fail to bring on the canker. : 

‘* How common is it to fee, in all parts of the country, great 
numbers of trees fo affected with this difeafe, as not to produce 
fruit enough in twelve or fourteen years, to pay half the ex- 
penfe attending them; whereas, if they were to be managed 
according to the foregoing directions, they would more than 
pay all the expenfe in three years. 

‘The gum is a kind of gangrene, incident to fruit trees of 
the ftone kind, and arifes from the following caufes: from 
injudicious pruning, from bruifes, or any injuries received in 
the wood or bark; it may alfo be occafioned by a carelefs 
application of ladders, in gathering the fruit, but it particularly 
originates where large limbs have been lopped or broken off 
This difeafe may be known before the gum itfelf makes its 
appearance. ‘l’he bark at firft becomes of a brownith color, 
which gradually grows darker, till at laft the gum begins to 
ooze out like little blifters. As foon as any of thefe fymptoms 
are obferved, the infected part fhould be cut out with a tharp 
inftrument, and the compoiition and powder applied immedi- 
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ately. You muft obferve to cut out the gum perfeétly clean ; 
you will fee it oozing out from between the wood and bark : 
this muft be followed till you come to the white clean bark 
and wood. If afterwards any gum thould make its appearance, 
it muft be fcraped off; which is beft done when it is moiftened 
with rain, as you can then fcrape it off eafily, without hurting 
the bark. This muft be done without delay, otherwife the 
difeafe will rapidly advance.” 


Gypfum, better known by the Name “ Plaffer of Paris” —Signs by 
which to judge of its Purity. By a Member of the Kennebeck 
Agricultural Society. 


fExtraéted from a paper publifhed by the Maffachufetts Agricultural Society. } 
« THOUGH plafter of Paris has long been ufed in the 


arts, yet within forty years only is it underftood to have been 
applied to agricultural ufes. Mr. Meyer, a clergyman of the 
canton of Berne, in Switzerland, is the firft who made it 
known as a manure, to the lovers of agriculture. ‘The intelli- 
gence foon communicated itfelf to the middle ftates of the 
American union, probably by the means of their German 
fettlers. From thefe two centres the practice is gradually 
extending itfelf; but lefs gradually perhaps in Europe than in 
the United States. 

«The plafier employed in America, is fometimes fhipped 
from Havre de Grace, in France; but it is more conftantly 
brought from Nova Scotia. It is doubtful which of thofe is 
the beft, when applied as a manure, in the American climate. 

«© Yhe plafter or gypfum imported into the United States, 
when proper for agricultural purpofes, has the following /gus : 
Before it is pounded it exhibits many fhining {pecks, fome- 
what refembling thofe feen in loaf fugar ; its particles are often 
arranged in figures more or lefs regular; it has no conftant 
color, though parts of it are frequently of a dirty pale yellow 
brown, 2 pale pink, or a pale blue color; its weight feldom 
very much exceeds double the weight of water, when the 
{pecimen is pure ; and the nail of the finger commonly makes 
an impreffion upon its furface: when it is ground for a fhort 
time between the teeth, it ceafes to be gritty. If the powder 
be placed in an iron pot over the fire, it will brifkly bubble (or 
feem to boil) without the aid of moifture, commonly fending 
out a {mell like that of brim{tone; and while bubbling, it is 
faid that it will admit of a ftraw being thruft to the bottom of 
the pot. Powdered plafter may be diffolved in about 500 
times its weight of {pring water, at the common temperatures 
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ef the rooms in which we live; but when the water is heated 
confiderably, more may be diffolved, though the chief of the 
extra quantity will be depofited when the water becomes cool 
again. If the plafter be moift, it feems to ruft iron more 
readily than mere moifture alone ; for nearly one half of the 
weight of plafter (in the common temperature of the air) con- 
fifts of vitriolic or fulphuric acid.*- This quantity of incorpo- 
rated acid, probably prevents the effervefcence of plafter with 
frefh quantities of acid, when the plafter is pure. 

«For common farming purpofes, it may be fufficient to 
know, that dry powdered plafter, when well heated over the 
fire, will bubble brifkly, and in general will yield a {mell like 
that of brimftone. The trial by the teeth and by the nail 

nay alfo be attended to.” 


N.B. Any who may have been in the ufe of the plafter, would oblige us, 
and undoubtedly gratify the public, by a communication of their fuccefs, 
the kind of foil, the manner and the purpote for which it was applied. 


=== 


Some Experiments on Sea-Coal as a Manure. By Tuomas Ewk 1. 
[From the Wafhington Federalift. } 


IN the propofals I have iffued, for the publication of a 
new work on chemiftry, to be adapted for the ufe of the 
public in general, it is ftated, that I would relate fome experi- 
ments, inftituted to throw light on the art of enriching impov- 
erifhed lands. ‘The refult of feveral of thefe has fo far ex- 
ceeded my fanguine expe¢tations, that I haften to publifh them; 
hoping to turn the attention of farmers to a fubjeét by which 
their interefts may be incalculably promoted. 

From a train of reafonings, I was led to believe, that the 
common fea, pit, or mineral coal, which is fo abundant in the 
United States, when finely pulverized, might prove a ufeful 
manure. ‘To afcertain the truth of this, I made the following 
experiment. 

In three fmall pots I put equal quantities of a yeilow clay; 
which had lately been removed from feveral feet below the 
furface of the earth. To the firft pot, a table fpoonful of finely 
powdered pit-coal was added ; to the fecond, the fame quan- 
tity of powdered charcoal [blackfmith’s coal] obtained from 
the common oak ; and the third was left without any addition. 
Lhe fame number of found grains of corn were planted in 
each ; the fame quantity of water was daily added to each; 
and they were expofed in fimilar fituations to the aétions of 


* Gypfum, in general, if fuppofed divided into ten parts, contains five of 
acid ard thice or four of calcareous matter, the reft being waters 
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light. ‘The rapidity of the growth of the corn in the pot with 
fea-coal, exceeded any thing of the kind I ever witnefled. 
Many days did not elapfe-before this corn was four inches 
high, while at this time, that with the common charcoal 
was not two inches high, and that with the clay alone, had 
only fprouted. 

After this experiment was made, I procured feveral {mall 
pots, and in each put the fame quantity of clay. To the firft 
{ added a drachm of fea-coal; to the fecond, a drachm of 
horfe manure; to the third, the fame quantity of plafter of 
Paris; and to the fourth, the fame quantity of common afhes: 
the fifth was left without any addition. To each of thefe the 
fame number of found grains of wheat and corn were added. 
The precautions taken in the firft experiment, were ftrictly 
adhered to in this inftance. In a few days my great expecta- 
tions from the pit-coal were fomewhat lefiened, by perceiving 
that the wheat in the horfe manure was an inch high before 
that of the other pots appeared: however, this was but a fhort 
time; for the wheat in the pot with the fea-coal came up, 
grew to an equal height in a few days, and in a fortnight, 
although the weather was cold, exceeded it by two inches. ‘The 
corn in the pot with coal, maintained a ftill greater fuperiority : 
it appeared more healthy, and was more than ¢wice as large as 
the /argeff in the other pots. Several of my acquaintances 
were aftonifhed, to fee this great difference in vegetation, pro- 
duced in fo fhort a time. 

Pit-coal muft be cheaper than any article ufed as a manure, 
fince it is found in fo many parts of this country. ‘The above 
experiments unqueftionably fhow, that when powdered, its 
powder, in quickening the vegetation of corn and wheat, is 
much greater than any manure with which we are acquainted. 
Our knowledge of the effects of chemical bodies on growing 
vegetables, is but in its infancy. Probably the difcoveries 
which have been made are not as generally known as they 
fhould be. It may be owing to this caufe,—for example, that 
an ounce of fulphuric acid is not added to every cart load of 
manure; which has long fince been found, in England, to 
render it doubly valuable. 

I congratulate my fellow-citizens of Virginia, on their prof- 
pect of renovating their large tracts of impoverifhed lands. 
By fpeedily ufing the coal in their inexhauftible mines, I hope 
the fertility of all their farms will foon be reftored ; and that 
the laboring poor, among my hofpitable countrymen, in future, 
may not fuffer fo much as to be dependent for bread. 


THOMAS EWELL. 
Georgetown, diftriét of Columbia. 
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| ARTICLE Ill. 
A Bill of Mortality in Concord, (Ma/s.) from January 1, 1779, 


to Fanuary 1, 1806, 27 Years ; communicated in a Letter, by 
the Rev. Ezra Ripey, dated Concord, February 8, 1806. 





1¥Yearold 70 Years 80 Fears go Years 


7, 
Hear. No. crunder. andupward. and upward. and upward. 

Died in 1779 12 2 5 1 ° 
o 12 2 © ° ° 
81 1 2 6 4 3 
82 1 2 9 4 1 
83 2 5 4 i ° 
841 4 4 2 » 
85 17 i 2 ° ° 
85 19 4 4 2 1 
87 12 2 2 1 ° 
88 19 2 6 3 ) 
89 17 x 5 5 1 
go 20 4 7 3 ° 
gt 17 3 6 3 o 
g2 26 4 4 2 1 
93 19 2 5 2 2 
94 20 1 5 8 1 

95 #1 fe) 2 
go 26 2 ; 1 “ 
97 21 3 6 3 © 
98 22 1 g 3 1 
99 29 fo) 5 1 ° 
1800. 5 6 3 1 
1 $2 + 8 4 © 
> 3 7 2 re) 
4 8 1 
} 85 10 g 6 re) 
575 77 144 67 16 


The number of males 247, of females 328, of blacks 17. 

Of the above, 6 died of the fmall-pox natural way, 2 by 
inoculation, 20 by cafualties, 93 of confumptions, 20 of palfies, 
7 of apolexies, 9 of cancers, and 2 of the lock-jaw. The re- 
maining number died of the various kinds of fevers and other 
difeafes which ufually attack and deftroy the human body. 
No particular difeafe has raged among us in any one feafon, 
except the {mall-pox. 


The writer of this does not affirm, that the above ftatement 


is perfectly juft, but he is confident that it is very nearly cor- 
rect. it may not be improper to obferve, that ftill-born chil-* 
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dren, ftrangers, and refidents for a fhort term, who have died 
in this town, are not reckoned. 


On the above bill, prefented us by the Rev. Mr. Riptey, 
we will take the liberty to remark, that more than one in 
three of thofe who have died reached the refpectable old age 
of feventy or more years one in feven died at one year old 
or under. 


Concord, according to the laft cenfus, contains about 1478 
inhabitants. 


ARTICLE IV. 


A Bill of Mortality in Port{mouth, (N.H.) from January 1, 1801, 
to January 1, 1806, 5 Years. 


Dr. Lyman Spatpinc of Portfmouth, publifhes annually 
a very regular and a correct bill of mortality for that place. 
To the polite attention of this gentleman, in forwarding us his 


bills for the five laft years, we are indebted for the following 
information. 


Pane Np 1 Yearold 70 Years 80 Years 90 Years 
Le. Ae tid orunder. andupward. and upward. ond upward. 

Died in 1801 = 100 15 7 5 2 
1802 150 30 5 3 D 
1803 =: 147 27 7 8 ° 
1804 110 32 4 5 i 
1805 135 24 5 7 i 
642 128 08 28 6 


Of the above, 124 died of confumption, 61 of fevers, 31 of 
eanker-rafh (fcarlatina,) 40 of colera infantum (of infants,) 27 
of hooping-cough, 11 of meafles, all in 1802, 7 of croup in 
1805, 16 of quinfy, 5 of dyfentery, 30 of palfy, 12 of apoplexy, 
5 of cancers, 2 of lock-jaw, 29 of cafualties. 

1301.—« A bilious remitting fever prevailed the whole 
year. From June to OStober the colera infantum was preva- 
tent. From September to the end of the year, the hooping- 
cough was endemic.” 

1802.—« Very unhealthy, fome epidemic having raged the 
whole year. The hooping-cough in January and February 
was very prevalent, and fome iporadic cafes continued till 
September. ‘‘he meafles made their appearance about t®e 
middle of March, and were very prevalent till July; at which 
time a bilious malignant fever made its appearance, and con- 
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finned till Auguft; when the colera and canker-rafh come 
menced, and continued through the year.” 

1804.—* The colera of infants made its appearance in June, 
and concentred into November. The hooping-cough appear- 
ed in September, and prevailed tothe end of the year. ‘The 
quinfy, or croup, was firft noticed in Oé¢tober, and its footfteps 
are traced to the laft of December.” 


About one in fwenty-three of thofe who died reached the 
age of feventy or more years ; one in frve died at one year old 
or under. Still-born children, and prémature births, are not 
taken into this calculation. 

The Doétor, in his bills for the three years lait paffed, has 
been fo particular as to mark the fexes. In thefe three years, 


76 have died of confumption; of thefe, 20 were males, and 
56 females! 


The marriages and births for the laft three years have been 
as follows : 


Births. Marriages. 
1803} Females, oy (0tal 213 — 
1804 ; oe ” total 293 64 
1805 ; aie . total 295 67 


ae ee 


Total 801 
Portfmouth is fituated 43° 5’ north latitude, and 6° 20’ eaft 
longitude, from Wafhington; and contains about 6000 inhab- 


itants. 
Question. 
WHY is it that the ravages of the Con/umption are fe 
much greater with the female fex than with the male? 






ARTICLE V. 


Mammaet) SQUASH ; communicated in a Letter from Asa Joun- 
son, L/g. dated Leominfter, Ofober 28, 1805. | 


BR. ADAMS, 


I RAISED this feafon, in my garden, a {quath, of a fpecies 
commonly known by the name of Yellow crooked neck winter 
Squajb, which exceeded any thing of the kind I have ever 
before feen. Its dimenfions, meafuring from the centre of its 
{tem over its back, on the convex fide, to the centre of its 
itern, were foriy-/even inches ; round its neck, near the ftem, 
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i taventy-one inches; round its body, ¢irty inches: it weighed 
i thirty-five pounds. This fquaih was palatable and good. 


it | ASA JOHNSON. 


| 


ARTICLE VI. 


Pe Pe. 


Meteorological and other Obfervations. 


CORRESPONDENCIES have been opened with gentle- 
men in different places, generally at the diftance of about 
fifty miles one from the other; the number of which will be 
{till further increafed, for the purpofe of obtaining courfes of 
meteorological and other obfervations, directed particularly to 
the degrees of heat, or variations of the thermometer (Faren- 
heit’s) at fun-rife and at two o’clock P. M. courfe of the 
winds, weather, quantity of {now or rain fallen, progrefs of the 
feafons and of vegetation, ftate of health and the moft preva- 
lent difeafes, particularly epidemical difeafes, their mortality, 
blichts, mildews, infects, &c. 

The remarks on vegetation will commence with the firft 
appearance of it in the {pring, and will be made on the putting 
forth of leaves and the bloffoming of trees, the flowering of 
plants, the progrefs and the maturity of the feveral kinds of 
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ie | grain, the faliing of leaves, and other fymptoms of decay in 
yt autumn. In thefe obfervations, a preference will be given 
i | to thofe vegetables and trees which are of the moft valuable 
a | kind, and which are the moft common and eafy of obfervatior. 


Such is the defign before’ us, the utility of which, provided 
| it fhall be properly executed, is too abundantly evident to 
require any particular illuftration. The influence of our at- 
: mofphere and of the feafons, in their great variations, on the 
 & health of the inhabitants of this country, has been but too 
| little obferved. The prefent inquiry, inftituted at different 
places, in towns on our fea-coaft and in the country, will lead 
to 2 double comparative view of thefe fubjects: 1. A compar- 





a | ifon of the different ftates of the atmofphere, degrees and 
Bd | | variations of heat and moifture, feafon, vegetation, and the 
bt correfponding health or difeafes of the inhabitants, in different 
4 | places the fame year; and 2. A like comparifon of the fame 
ie | fubdjects, at the fame places in different years. Such an inquiry, 
‘a | care ully and diligently purfued, it muft be expected, cannot 
ae fail of cafting fome new light on the climate and the difeafes 

4 : of our country. 

fi i hefe obfervations commenced for January in only three 


a d:fferent towns: they have fince been commenced, or are 
“a | about being commenced, in various other places. 
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Refult of Meteoralogical and other Obfervations, for Fanuary, 1806; 
made at Mason, (N.H.) 50 Miles northweft of Bofton, by the 





Sf 


Rev. EpENEzER HILL; at LEOMINSTER, (Ma/s.) 45 Miles 
weftwardly from Bofton, by Apijan BiceLow, Ef. ; at Con- 
cORD, (Mafs.) 18 Miles northweft of Bofton, by Dr. Isaac 
~ Horp :—For the Medical and Agricultural Regifter. 















































pi, 

anuary, |¥ 21 Sa, » |Greate? heat Leaft heat in revatling |S\ sla 

bars ss Sa s~ in the month.\ the month. winds. § > 3 

Sse mn! od ie 

Mafon 254133 $ \2054 goth day 55°) 18th day 4°)W.N.W.&N. 1 
Leominfter | 9531344'5|294-4(30 51 118 4 

Concord 204130 F [2574130 48 |16 ag IN. E.&N.W./ 3/2 2 

WEATHER. 
Ma fon. Leominfier. Coneord. 
Inc. ine. 
ad day, fnow, N. ad day, fnow, N. fair 10 | 3d day, fnow, N. 14 


fair 10 A.M. 
ath, fnow, N. E. 4 


oth, fnow, N. W. 
roth, a little fhow> 3 
at evening. 
13th, fprink. of rain ) 
and mifty, fnow 
at night, S. W. >18 
14th, {now day and 
night, N. 7 
5th, cloudy, fair. 
igth, fnow began f 
7 





evening, N. 


goth, {now, W.of N. 


21ft, cloudy, freezing 
mift, fill. 
22d, {now 7 P.M. N. ) 


23d, fnow day and 
night, W. of N. 





pan 
24th, {now tillg a. 
M. fair. J 


ma 


Total of fnow /t.4 73 





A.M. 
4th, rain in the evening. 
7th, {fnow, N.E. 4 P.M. 


rain. 


gth, fnow, wind northwd. 

1oth, a little {now at 
evening. 

13th,rainy morning, {now 
at night. 


14th, fnow and hail day 
and night. 
15th, {now in morning. 


19th, fnow 4 p.m. N. 


goth, fnow, even. mift 
with rain. 

e1ft, cloudy, trees coy- 
ered with ice. 

ged, {now at night. 


23d, fnow, wind north- 
wardly. 


24th, cloudy. 








7th, fnow, N. Eos 


fprink. of rain. 


oth, fnow, N. E. 

toth, fnow evening, 6 
S. E. 

13th, rain, {now at 4) 
P.M. wind W. 
by N. 


14th, fnow, N. E. r9 





15th, {now in morn. } 


igth, fnow 5 P. M. 
N.N.E. er 
goth, fevere ftorm. 


21ft, cloudy, N.N.E. 
eed, cloudy, fnow, } 
N.N.E 


23d, violent ftorm, 9 | 
P.M. rain thro’ oe 

the night, fnow {~~ 
fettled 3 inches. 

o4th, f{now, wind 


N. N.E. J 





Total of fhow /t.4 14 


Mafon.—The depth of fnow was taken either from actual 
meafurement or from the judgment of men who had been 
where it did not drift ; in which cafe, the mean difference of 


their opinions has been taken, 
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Concord.—The thermometer abroad, at N. N. E. In the 
{now ftorm of the 22d, 23d, and 24th, no deduétion is made 
for the fertling of the fnow by the rain; the total of the fnow 
for the three days was 22 inches. 


The thermometer at Mafon and at Leominfter, we under- 
ftand is fituated in an open or fome unfinifhed apartment of the 
houfe. ‘This confideration will affift us in reconciling the dif- 
ference in the refult of the degrees of heat in thofe places and 
that of Concord. ‘Tq thofe who are not particularly acquaint- 
ed with this inftrument, it may be proper to obferve, that 32° 
is called the freezing point, that is, when the quickfilver ftands 
at 32 degrees water freezes ; 76° is called fummer heat; 98° 
blood heat; and at 212° water boils. 

The refult of the degrees of heat for Mafon and Leominfter 
compare very nearly together. ‘There were but very few days 
in the month, however, in which the ftate of the thermometer 
was exactly the fame in both places, differing 1°, 2°, 3°, 4°, | 
and in fome inftances 6°, in one place, from that in the other. 
Leominfter is fituated about 18 miles to the eaft of fouth from 
Mafon, upon which you come immediately after defcending 
from off the high lands. For Mafon, fee topographical de- 
{cription, page 13 of our firft number. 

The particular and minute attention of thofe gentlemen 
ehgaged in thefe obfervations, is highly gratifying to us, and 
it is prefumed will be greatly fatisfactory to our readers. 
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firft dire&ted towards his fruit trees, for 
which reafon we have been the more 


A communication froma 
very refpe@table fource, on the plant- 





ing and pruning of apple trees, has been 
received; it did not, however, come to 
hand till our Agricultural department 
was in type; itis therefore reluétantly 
deferred till our next number. The 
attention of the hufbandman, on the 


particular on this fubjeét, in our firft 
numbers. It is a prattice, however, 
of our beft cultivators, authorized by 
found reafoning and by experience, to 
fufpend the operation of pruning for 
ieveral weeks yet to come. 


opening of a new year, is generally 
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CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 


PusLisHED monthly, the laft Wednefday of every month, at One Dollar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly. 
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CONDUCTED BY DANIEL ADAMS, m. 8. 
siatemmemssesttietitsensni ts i agrees 





BOSTON:—Punted by Manninc & Lorine, at whofe Bookflore, No. 2; 
Cornhill, any orders or communications for the Regier will be received. 





